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Dear Friend,

It has been our pleasure to put together your personal Family History Packet.  In this process 
we have searched a number of Internet sites, including www.familysearch.org, perhaps one of 
the largest sources of names in the world.  Our intent in doing so is to help you get started on 
your own family history.  You can find out for yourself that genealogical work is exciting and 
rewarding.
 
This packet contains some information about your family.  It will also show you how to 
organize your information in an appealing format, preserving your heritage for the future.  In 
addition, we have included a few pages to help you understand why we do family history and 
how to pursue your research even further.

You are among 160 million Americans that have expressed interest in their family history.  We 
hope that this interest in your past will strengthen you and your loved ones.  We assure you 
that as you ponder the importance of your family, past and present, a renewed sense of time-
honored values will come into your life.

If you have any questions or would like to learn more, please contact us.

Best Regards,

Family History Resource Volunteer
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"As people depart this world, their unique slice of history vanishes with them. It is 
something that will never be recaptured or recorded  unless someone takes the time 
to prepare an oral history with them while they are still here and still able to recall 

events and people of earlier decades."
-Patricia Collier 

Easy Steps to Save Your Family Stories Before It's Too Late...

Step 

       Identify about whom you      	
       would like to learn.

1

2

3

Step 

       Gather the names and 
       stories you have.

Step 

       Contact living relatives who 
       know about these people.

3

3

1

1

1. "Oral Family Histories    Why do Them?" www.suite101.com, 10 May 2003.
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STORY BEEN TOLD?



 

  

 

 

Questions about Childhood
1.  Where did you grow up?
2.  What kinds of things did you do for fun?        	
     Any others?
3.  How did your family celebrate   	 	
     Christmas?
4.  What was an embarrassing experience                             	
     you had as a child?  Any others?

Questions about Adult Life
1.  How and when did you meet your   	 	
     spouse?  What was your first impression     	
     of him or her?  Tell me all about it.  	 	
     What happened then?  How did you feel?
2.  What was it like to become a parent?  		
     How did you feel?
3.  What experiences strengthened your      	
     faith or built your character?
4.  What do you remember about your 	 	
     parents, grandparents or previous 	 	
     generations?

Questions about Teen Years
1.  Did you go to school dances?  What were 	
     they like?  How did teenagers dance then?
2.  What made you decide on your future?  	
     What goals did you have at the time?
3.  What can you tell me about your 	 	
     grandparents?
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2. Adapted from Lorie Nicoles-Davis,"That Happened to You?" Ensign, Aug. 2003, 26-29.
3. "The Importance of the Family," Ensign, May 2003, 40.

"In a world of turmoil and 
uncertainty, it is more important 
than ever to make our families 
the center of our lives and the 

top of our priorities."

-L. Tom Perry
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THAT HAPPENED TO YOU?
A GUIDE TO FAMILY HISTORY INTERVIEWING

          An oral family history involves tape recording family members as they tell their personal 
histories.  "The questions you ask are the key to getting good material   interesting stories and 
personal words of wisdom.  Questions that probe for the varied facets of the person's life, 
questions that prod the memory, and questions that elicit anecdotes and entertaining bits of 
family history   these will make your family history enjoyable.  After you have noted the basic facts 
and dates, try a few of these questions:"



 
 

 

 Gather and Organize Your Personal Records

You can begin to organize your personal records in many ways.  "Get a cardboard box... Put it 
some place where it is in the way, perhaps on the couch or on the counter in the kitchen   
anywhere where it cannot go unnoticed.  Then, over a period of a few weeks, collect and put 
into the box every record of your life..."

                        
	 	     Birth certificate
                        Diplomas
                        Photographs
                        Honors or awards
                        Diary or journal
	 	     Anything that is written, or recorded

"Don't try to do this in a day.  Take some time on it.  Most of us have these things scattered 
around here and there.  Some of them are in a box in the garage under that stack of 
newspapers; others are stored away in drawers, or in the attic, or one place or another.  
Perhaps some have been tucked in the leaves of the Bible or elsewhere."

"Gather all these papers together and put them in the box.  Keep it there until you have 
collected everything you think you have.  Then make some space on a table, or even on the 
floor, and sort out all that you have collected."

 "If you don't know 
where to start, start 
with yourself.  If 
you don't know 
what records to 
get, and how to get 
them, start with 
what you have."

-Boyd K. Packer

Compiling Your Book of Remembrance

YOUR FAMILY 
HISTORY:

GETTING
STARTED4



Divide Your Life Into Three Periods - Child, 
Youth, and Adult

"Start with the childhood section and begin with your birth certificate.  
Put together every record in chronological order: the pictures, the record
of your baptism, and so on, up to the time you were twelve years of age."

"Next assemble all that which pertains to your youth, from twelve to eighteen, or up until the time 
you were married. Put all of that together in chronological order.  Line up the records   the 
certificates, the photographs, and so on   and put them in another box or envelope."

Do the same with the records on the rest of your life.  By gathering these records, you have begun 
to compile the material you will need to write your life history.

Begin Compiling Your Book of Remembrance

Once you have prepared and organized all the records, you have what is necessary to complete 
your life story.

Simply, take your birth certificate and begin writing: "I was born September 10, 1934.  I was the 
third child in a family of eight…"

"It really won't take you long to write, or dictate into a tape recorder, the account of your life, and it 
will have an accuracy because you have collected those records... That brings you to your book of 
remembrance.  Simply paste [the records] lightly on the pages so that they can be taken out if 
necessary from time to time, and you have your book of remembrance."  

"Once you begin this project, very 
interesting and inspiring things will 
happen.  You cannot do this much without 
getting something of the spirit of it, and 
without talking about it, at least in your 
family circle.  Some very interesting things 
will start to happen once you show some 
interest in your own family history work.  
It is a firm principle.  There are many, 
many testimonies about it.  It will happen 
to you."

4.  Adapted from Boyd K. Packer, "Your Family History: Getting Started," Ensign, Aug. 2003, 12-17.



 

Love Letters

What do you do with all of this 
information you collected?  

Scrapbooking is an easy way to 
put your family history into an 

appealing format.  Here are a few 
easy steps to help you get 

started...

DESIGNING

YOUR BOOK OF 

REMEMBRANCE

dESIGNING

YOUR BOOK OF 

REMEMBRANCE



3.  Write about the photographs 	
     and records (who, what, where   	
     and when).
4.  Give the album page your 		
     personal touch with special 	
     papers and stickers.
5.  Keep your pages simple.

1.  Select the photographs and 	
     records for your album.
2.  Arrange the items on an album 	
     page, leaving room to write 	
     about the picture or record. 

IDEASIDEAS

HERITAGE
SCRAPBOOKING

HERITAGE
SCRAPBOOKING
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Elijah
The Prophet

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
         before the coming of the great and
                 dreadful day of the Lord: and 
                   he shall turn the heart of the
               fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse." 

Malachi 4:5-6

Why

Family

History?

In the final verses of the 
Old Testament, Malachi 
prophesied that Elijah 

would return and that he 
would "turn the heart of 

the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the 

children to their fathers..." 

"In all of us there is a 
hunger, marrow-deep, to 
know our heritage   to 
know who we are and 

where we have come from.  
Without this enriching 
knowledge, there is a 

hollow yearning."
-Alex Haley
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5.  "What Roots Means to Me," Reader's Digest, May 1977, 73-74.



 

 

"...Life continues after death...  
Families may continue in the next 
life if they have kept the special 
covenants made in one of the 
sacred temples... Our deceased 
ancestors can also be eternally 
united with their families when 
we make covenants in their 
behalf in the temples.  Our 
deceased forebears may accept 
these covenants, if they choose 
to do so..."

-James E. Faust

TEMPLES

Temples similar to this are being constructed 
all over the world. We invite all to attend an 
open house before each temple is dedicated.

"No words could possibly describe the feelings 
of beauty and peace in your temple.  Thank 

you for letting me view it."  
Visitor, Redlands California Temple open house

"All my life I wondered what it felt like to walk 
through a temple of the Lord.  What a 

powerful and moving experience!"  
Resident, Alta Loma, CA

"The Celestial room was 'tremendous!'  Not 
the physical room itself but the feeling of 

being in the presence of the Lord." 
Resident, San Bernardino, CA

"Temple marriage is a covenant that bridges death, transcends time, 
stretches unbreakable into eternity."

-Spencer W. Kimball

"Temple marriage is a covenant that bridges death, transcends time, 
stretches unbreakable into eternity."

-Spencer W. Kimball

HOUSE
OF THE

LORD

THE
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6. "The Phenomenon That is You," Ensign, Nov. 2003, 54.
7. "Temples and Eternal Marriage," Ensign, Aug. 1974, 2.



8.  History of the Church, vol. 4, 425–26.
9.  "The Phenomenon That Is You," Ensign, Nov 2003, 54-55.

 

"One dies and is buried, having never 
heard the gospel of reconciliation; to the 
other the message of salvation is sent, he 
hears and embraces it, and is made the heir 
of eternal life.  Shall the one become the 
partaker of glory and the other be 
consigned to hopeless perdition?  Is there 
no chance for his escape?"

-Joseph Smith

8
9

The Justice and Fairness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ

For the brief period of time between his death and 
resurrection, Jesus Christ visited those who had 
departed their mortal bodies and were contained in 
what the scriptures termed "the prison."  
(1Peter 3:19)

"...For this cause was the gospel preached 
also to them that are dead..."(1Peter 4:6)

"The great vicarious work for our 
kindred dead in our temples 
demonstrates both the justice and 
fairness of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ... Fortunately our ancestors 
will have the opportunity to receive 
and accept the saving ordinances as 
we identify them and complete 
these sacred ordinances for them 
by proxy.  We do for them what 
they cannot do for themselves.  It is 
a very satisfying experience."

-James E. Faust

"Else what shall they do which are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all?.." (1 Corinthians 15:29)



lijah
Returned...

"Elijah came not only to 
stimulate research for ancestors. 
He also enabled families to be 
eternally linked beyond the 
bounds of mortality. Indeed, the 
opportunity for families to be 
sealed forever is the real reason 
for our research." 11

E
-James E. Faust

Prior to this time, there were 
no genealogical societies in 

America or Europe.

"In the great vision in the 
Kirtland Temple, Elijah the 
prophet appeared to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery and committed 
the keys of temple work and the 
sealing power into Joseph 
Smith's hands.  This fulfilled 
Malachi's prophecy that Elijah 
would be sent 'to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, 
and the children to the fathers, 
lest the whole earth be smitten 
with a curse.'" 10

10. "The Phenomenon That is You," Ensign, Nov. 2003, 55.

Fulfilling
Malachi's Prophecy

Family history is now 
the fastest growing 
hobby in America.

In 1836

-Russell M. Nelson

11. "A New Harvest Time," Ensign, May 1998, 34.
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Pedigree Chart: This chart is used to link a 
person's direct ancestry   parents,
grandparents, great grandparents, etc.  Dates 
and places of birth, marriage, and 
death are included on the chart.

Research Log: This log is used to track 
and organize completed research and to guide 
future research.

Family History Center: The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints maintains 
over 3000 family history centers throughout 
the world. The centers are the most complete 
family history libraries in existence. Each 
center is staffed with trained volunteers. They 
are open and free to the public. These 
centers are extensions of the world's largest 
Family History Library located in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.

Personal Ancestral File (PAF): This 
is a PC program used to organize and store 
personal family history. The PAF program 
may be downloaded free of charge from 
www.familysearch.org or purchased on CD-
ROM.  It is available in many languages.

Family Group Record: This record lists 
complete families. The record is used to link 
all children of one family to their parents, 
grandparents, and spouses.

FAMILY HISTORY VOCABULARY



LOCATION    ADDRESS                 PHONE NO.           HOURS  (Call for current hours)

 Clermont       14600 Green Valley   (352) 242-6363     Tues. - 10 am to 12 pm                                               
                      Way, Clermont, FL                                  Tues. & Wed. - 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
                                                                                   Sat.  - 10 am to 12 pm

Leesburg        1875 South Mount    (3521) 787-3990    Tues.- 10 am to 4 pm 
                     Road, Leesburg, FL                                  Wed.- 10 am to 8 pm
                                                                                  Thurs.- 10 am to 2 pm & 6 pm to 8 pm

Orlando          45 E. Par Ave.          (407) 895-4832      Tues. & Thurs.- 9:30 am to 1:30 pm; 6 to 9 pm 
                     Orlando, FL                                             Fri. & Sat.- 9:30 am to 1:30 pm

Orlando         3001 Apopka-           (407) 876-8135     M. T, Th, Sat. - 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
South             Vineland Rd.                                           Tues. & Wed. - 7 pm to 9 pm
                      Orlando, FL

South             701 Wethervee Rd                                  Temporarily closed
Chase             Orlando, FL
                                                                                 

St. Cloud       2821Old Canoe         (407) 892-8980     Tues. & Wed. - 7 pm - 8:30 pm
                    Creek Road, St. Cloud, FL                         or by appointment

                                     
                                                                

                                                                                  
	 	                                                     
                                                                                  

                                                                  
                     	                                                  

LOCATION AND SCHEDULE

 

  The local family history centers have books, microfilms, microfiche, and computers with Internet 
access.  Most sources available in the Salt Lake Library may be ordered at the center. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO USE THESE CENTERS

FAMILY HISTORY
CENTERS



The Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, contains records of 2 billion 
people in over 64 countries.  The Library has records from the United States, 
Canada, the British Isles, Europe, Latin America, Asia, and Africa.  You can access 
millions of records from the Family History Library through your local family history 
center.  A few resources are listed below.

FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
INFORMATION SOURCES

International Genealogical Index (IGI): The 
IGI is a collection of millions of names of 
deceased persons from around the world and is 
updated continually.  It is also available on 
www.familysearch.org.

Freedman's Bank Records: This was created to 
assist newly freed slaves during and after the Civil War.  
The records span from 1864 to 1871 and document 
the names and family relationships of those who used 
the bank.

Scottish Church Records:  The Old Parochial Records of 
Scotland are indexed on a CD at family history centers.  These 
church records are prior to 1855 when civil registration began in 
Scotland.  The index contains about 10 million names.

US Census Record Index:  Each family history 
center has records of different Federal Censuses from 
1790-1930.  Some are available on the Internet.

Vital Record Indexes:  These indexes are available 
at various family history centers for Australia, the 
British Isles, Mexico, North America, Western Europe 
and Scandinavia.



 

Finding your ancestors from other 
parts of the world can be difficult, 
but it is possible.  There are 
hundreds of websites that have 
information from many countries and 
regions around the world.  

www.worldgenweb.org: This web site links you to web pages that focus 
on genealogy research in nearly every country of the world.

www.cyndislist.com: Cyndi's List will provide more than 200,000 links to 
web pages with information from various regions of the world.  

www.rootsweb.com: Rootsweb has an endless supply of resources that 
will take you all over the world.  It will connect you to the Social Security 
Death Index, the World Connect Project, and much more.

www.familysearch.org: FamilySearch will connect you to countless records 
that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has collected 
worldwide.  This site has resources such as the International Genealogical 
Index, the Vital Records Index, and the Pedigree Resource File.  It also 
includes much more information that will guide you further in your 
research.

www.genealogy.com: Genealogy.com offers extensive online collections 
that can help you find your family's history.  They currently have 1.8 billion 
names in their data collections and are adding new records every month.  
Genealogy.com has a subscription fee but is free at the family history 
centers.

www.ancestry.com: Some of the indexes available at this site are the San 
Francisco Chinese Exclusion List, Spanish-American Family History Guide, 
Dawes Commission Index, and U.S. Immigration Collections.  
Ancestry.com has a subscription fee but is free at the family history 
centers.

RESEARCH FOR PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD




